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Sonoma County Orchid Society
Holiday Party

When: Tuesday, December 8, 2015
6:00 p.m. social hour
7:00 p.m. dinner served
Where: Foxtail Golf Club (Banquet Room)
100 Golf Course Drive, Rohnert Park

10: Show & Tell Plants

Buffet Dinner: Includes roasted salmon fillet with Béarnaise sauce and top

11: Events Calendar

round with horseradish cream, assorted salads, a hot pasta seasonal vegetables and
carrot cake, coffee or tea. You may purchase cocktails from the bar or bring your
own bottle of wine (there is no corkage fee).

Please feel free to post
comments and share pictures
of your blooming orchids on
Facebook or share orchid
articles. It's an opportunity to
show off your orchids and/or
orchid growing conditions.
Press the Control button on
your keyboard and click on
the above Facebook link.
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There will be orchid door prizes provided by California Orchids and some special
plants on a silent auction table. Holiday music will be provided by Nicolette
Rickles.
If you wish to participate in the Voluntary gift exchange, please bring a gift wrapped
orchid or orchid related gift. $25 maximum
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PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE
Dear Orchid Friends,
The clear, cold and sometimes dreary days of winter are with us for the
next few months. Hopefully, we get some nice rain to fall and wet our
drought suffering landscapes. Those of us who have rain barrels will get
them filled with nice clean rainwater, soon. Rainwater is wonderful for
watering orchids.
Festive Holidays are soon to be upon us. It’s time to get into the
Holiday Spirit! A bright and colorful blooming orchid makes a fantastic
living gift that will last beyond the holiday season! There is a lot to be
thankful for this year. I am thankful to be involved in such a wonderful
organization with people who love all things associated with orchids.
SCOS members can always find excellent tips to help our orchids
through this trying season. Many orchids such as oncidiums,
odontoglossums, and dendrobiums need cooler nighttime temperatures
to help initiate blooms in the upcoming season. Our outdoor
cymbidiums have already gotten a cool down and many are beginning to
spike. Remember to protect them from the frost. By now, phalaenopsis have started spiking and need
to be staked in order to prevent heavy bloom spikes from bending and breaking. Make sure to check
to see if any of your orchids need a dry rest. Many orchids need a dry rest through the winter when
they are in a dormant or semi-dormant state. Check your orchid books or the internet programs for
culture tips to see if your orchids fall into this category. Go online or check programs such as Orchid
Wiz to get a lot of useful tips.
Our Holiday Party is coming up soon on December 8th. Billie McCarthy and her band of merry elves
have been working hard to make this party a success! You want to be present when the winner of the
Marie Waskow Award is announced.
Since this is the last newsletter of 2015, I would like to
personally thank the entire SCOS membership for your support
and encouragement throughout this year. It is due to YOUR
efforts that makes our SCOS a successful and fun organization!
Have a Wonderful Holiday Season!
See you at the Holiday Party December 8th!
Slc. Richard Stone – Shown by Earl Rathbun

Susan
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A huge thank you to EARL AND KATHY RATHBUN for hosting
an open greenhouse! Kathy prepared some wonderful treats.
Earl's greenhouse was full of cattleyas, laelias, crosses and
many other genera. It was interesting to see his horizontally
mounted plants. The garden room was lovely with Earl's
seedlings under lights, and Kathy's phalaenopsis in bloom. Earl also had some choice
plants for sale and he gave away plants too. I think there was a great turnout of
members who came to visit and learn. Thank you again Earl and Kathy – you are great
hosts!
Thank you to JOSIE LEE for getting the engraving done for the Marie Waskow award!
Thank you to ANGELIQUE FRY for designing our 2016 Show Postcard. It is an eyegrabber!

MEMBERSHIP COLUMN
PLEASE PAY YOUR MEMBERSHIP DUES for the July 1 through June 30, 2016 year.
We welcome JAN
member.

METTLER as our newest member. We also welcome back DAN PARKER as a

We have 87 members who have paid their dues for the 2015 – 2016 Society year. Thank you.
We encourage those of you who have not yet paid your dues to renew your membership by going to your Society
website to renew http://sonomaorchids.com/?page_id=13.
Wear Your Name Badge: Wear your name badge to the meeting and sign the list at the Membership Table. At
each meeting, one name will be drawn and that person will receive a free strip of 3 raffle tickets.
Change of address?
To send an address or email change, go to our Society website at www.sonomaorchids.com and use the "SCOS
Organization" link to send an email to the membership chair.
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Sonoma County Orchid Show and Sale 2016 begins now!
Each newsletter from now until the Spring Show, as volunteer coordinator for
2016, I will be writing a short blurb explaining something new and exciting for
our volunteers this year. It is called VolunteerSpot.
What is it? VolunteerSpot was launched in Spring, 2009 by a woman named
Karen Bantuveris. It was launched with the mission of enabling ANYONE to
quickly mobilize and coordinate volunteers in their community, congregation
and orchid society, using the internet. VolunteerSpot's simple sign up makes it
easy for people to join together and say YES to volunteering. No trying to
remember what you signed up for, no signing up for a job you don’t know
anything about, just easy, free scheduling and sign up tools for everyday heroes
like you making a difference.
Who did it? Karen Bantuveris, a management consultant working-mom,
became a Girl Scout leader and PTA board member once her daughter entered
school. Shocked at all the ‘little things’ that made volunteering a hassle, and
fueled by frustration with reply-all emails, clipboards, online groups, and late
night reminder messages...she decided to do something about it. She created
VolunteerSpot. VolunteerSpot is used today by millions of people across the
U.S. and around the world. Karen says, “we get to save people time and
encourage good works every day. We're proud to share testimonials from our
users – teachers, leaders, volunteers, students, parents, coaches, players, staff –
people, just like you!”
Philosophy. VolunteerSpot believes people should be rewarded for stepping
forward and sharing their time and talents with those in need. All too often, volunteering means putting up with a certain amount
of hassle or frustration - whether that is late night emails, reply-all messages, reminder phone calls, or searching for a parking
space. We provide FREE tools that simplify volunteering in schools, communities, and non-profits.
What does VolunteerSpot do for me? It allows you to choose when and how you can help at your own convenience with 24/7
online sign-up sheets from VolunteerSpot, accessible by computer or smartphone. Jobs are described and hours are specific to
allow volunteers maximum flexibility! Automatic reminders help volunteers remember and keep their commitments, as well as
notifying the committee chairman they are volunteering.
Should I worry about putting my email or phone number online? Emails and phone numbers are not used for advertising,
spamming, or anything unrelated to the current event. They are accessed only by the volunteer coordinator for the purposes of
the event.
That’s my introduction for this month. Next month we’ll dive into some of the specifics. Thank-you in advance for your service
at the Show! It’s going to be the best one yet!
Karen Wofford
ANOTHER SHOW ITEM – ADVERTISING!

The advertising chairs, Ann Possinger and Kathie Hile, need help spreading the word. Kathie has divided the county
into 13 sections. We would like to recruit members living in those areas or members who would be willing to canvass
those areas to do the following:

Put up posters – in the nurseries, merchants of any kind willing to allow posting, church bulletin boards, senior
centers, recreation departments, community halls, wineries, colleges/trade schools, galleries, etc.
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Is there a local newspaper? If so, ask if they are willing to publish an article promoting the show, can we use
pictures, the allotted space, the deadline for submission (we would like to publish at least one week prior to the show)
and most importantly, the email address and a phone number if you can get it, of a contact person.

Is there a local radio station? Would they make announcements? Would they interview a member? We would
provide free tickets for the station to give away.

Check your district for garden clubs. If possible, make an appearance and pass out postcards. Ask if they
would like to raffle off a free admission.


If you have a computer, post on activity websites.

We would like you to keep a list of all places where contact was made, with a "yes" or "no" as to whether you were
successful. This information will be helpful in the future and make the job easier.
You do not have to write an article. If you post on event calendars, a blurb will be provided. If you cannot make an
appearance at a garden club meeting, let either Ann or Kathie know and we can possibly find someone else in the area
to make the appearance.
I'm sure there is much more. Please let us have your thoughts.
PLEASE EMAIL ANN AND KATHIE (apossinger@comcast.net and jphlkah@gmail.com) IF YOU ARE WILLING
TO CANVASS ONE OF THE FOLLOWING AREAS:
Section 1: Gualala, Sea Ranch, Annapolis, Stewarts Point
Section 2: Timber Cove, Fort Ross, Cazzadero
Section 3: Jenner, Duncans Mills, Monte Rio, Guerneville
Section 4: Cloverdale, Geyserville
Section 5: Healdsburg, Windsor
Section 6: Rio Nido, Forestville, Graton
Section 7: Occidental, Sebastopol
Section 8: Bodega Bay, Bodega, Freestone, Valley Ford
Section 9: Santa Rosa
Section 10: Rohnert Park, Cotati,
Section 11: Penngrove, Petaluma
Section 12: Kenwood, Glen Ellen
Section 13: Boyes Hot Springs, Sonoma, Schellville

AOS COLUMN
November 11 -15 was a grand time in Reno for the four of us who represented the Sonoma
County Orchid Society at the 2015 Fall American Orchid Society meeting and sale! Susan
Anderson, Angelique Fry, Lynne Murrell and me (Karen Wofford) attended the entire event,
then stayed an extra day because it SNOWED! It was blue skies all around for the event until
the last day when the clouds came in, the sun got dark, and white whirly flakes buried us
under their quiet blanket.
This is the second show this year that was essentially in our own backyard. The spring show
was in Portland, OR. The Spring Meeting in 2016 will be held far to the east of us. Classes
we attended were wonderful and included topics on ‘Paphiopedilums’ by Theresa Hill and
Dave Sorokowsky, ‘conservation’ by Peter Tobias, ‘viruses’ by Janet Lamborn of Agdia,
‘growing orchids his own way’ by Dennis Olivas, Fukiran by Terry Kowalczuk, ‘pendulous
cymbidiums’ by George Hatfield, ‘Phalaenopsis’ by Carlos Fighetti, ‘Laelia purpurata' by
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Sergio Garcia, breeding trends by Dr. John Chant and orchids in Columbia by Gary Meyer.
Between classes we dodged cigarette smoke and slot machines and sampled the casino restaurants. Occasionally a
glass of wine slipped in. Halfway through the show I decided to take the big jump and start my memoir. It will be
titled, Confessions of an Orchid Addict.
Just checking to see if you are still reading.
Angelique and I took Amtrak from Martinez to Reno. I’ve never done this before. It was a supremely enjoyable
experience. I arrived at my destination completely relaxed both directions. The only difficult part was smuggling our
“agricultural items” aka orchids, on board and hiding them from the conductor who did not have a sense of humor
about how many orchids we brought onto the train. Surprisingly, the orchids survived the trip home pretty well. All
four boxes of them!
See you next month!
EDITOR'S NOTES

I hope everyone enjoyed Amy Jacobsen's talk about
Laelia anceps as much as I did. I'd like to share my
notes on Amy's presentation. They may not be totally
accurate, so please feel free to send me your corrections
and I will print in the January newsletter.
Amy began her talk by saying that Laelia anceps is a
good "beginner orchid" due to its hardiness.
The pale pink Laelia anceps is the "typical" form and is
called Laelia anceps fma. (forma or variety) anceps. It is
native to Mexico with small isolated groups in
Honduras and Guatemala, growing in mixed oak forests
and coffee plantations. This typical form can still be
found growing wild in Veracruz, Mexico. There are
many forms of Laelias and Amy touched on just a few.
L. anceps 'Irwins' is the typical color form. L. anceps 'Mendenhall' comes from "Irwin's" breeding. It is darker in color
and has rounded petals.
In cattleyas, the blue color form is called "coerulea". In L. anceps it is "vietchiana".
L. anceps fma. alba means there is no red in the flower. L. anceps fma. 'Bulls' FCC/RHS is a true alba form and is
used in breeding for its pure-white progeny.
L. anceps fma. delicata is a very delicate pink color if given bright light. In lower light, the flower color has less pink.
L. anceps fma. lineata has solid lavender sepals, but the petals have lines and feathery markings of a darker lavender.
In cattleyas, what we refer to as "peloric" is called "Roeblingiana".
Amy then spoke about two subspecies (subsp.) of Laelia.
The first is Laelia anceps subsp. dawsonii fma. dawsonii. She said it is found growing in the wild only in
southern Oaxaca and blooms toward the end of November into January, later than other anceps varieties. This is an
Page 6

SCOS December 2015 Newsletter

endangered form. The best examples of Laelia anceps subsp. dawsonii fma. dawsonii are 'Newberry Princess', 'Rio
Verde' and 'Helen'.
The second is Laelia anceps subsp. dawsonii fma. chilapensis aka the "Guerrero" type. Unfortunately, this
form is now extinct in nature. A beautiful example of this form is "San Bar Gloriosa'.
Amy said there are many beautiful Laelia hybrids on the market. The hybrids hold their flowers well above the
foliage. She mentioned some that she thought were particularly nice. I mention the names in the event some of you
want to look them up and place on your "want" list:
L. Nemesis (L. anceps x L. superbiens)
L. Summit (L. anceps x L. lyonsii)
Lc. Coastal Sunrise (L. anceps x C. Helen Veliz)
L. Finckeniana (L. anceps x L. albida)
Lc. Newberry Glow (L. anceps x C. milleri)
Lc. Canariensis (L. anceps x C. harpophylla)
She also mentioned the following, as being "special':
Caulaelia Mizoguchi (Caulaelia Snowflake x L. anceps)
Lc. Coastal Splendor (L. dawsonii x C. Persepolis)
Lc. Clar Hancock (L. anceps x C. Ethel Merman)
Lc. Caligula (C. percivaliana x L. anceps)
Rhyncatlaelia Night Moves (L. anceps x Rlc. Pink Debutante)
Lc. Hsin Buu Lady (L. anceps x Wendy's Valentine)
Lc. Twilight Song (C. walkeriana x L. anceps)
Lc. Fiesta Days (Lc. Chiapas x L. anceps)
Laelia anceps is one of the hardiest for cold tolerance of any of the cattleya alliance. Amy said her anceps tolerated a
low of 25° for two days without damage and will tolerate 90° - 100° summer temperatures. In their native habitat, L.
anceps grow in full sun, however, they also have a 90% humidity.
We should grow them in bright light with lots of air movement, giving 70% to 80% shade in summer and 30% shade
in winter. If the foliage is too green, the plant is not receiving enough light and will not grow strongly or flower well.
In their native habitat, L. anceps are receiving tropical rains during their growing season, late spring through early fall.
Therefore, we need to water heavily during this time. Laelias love fertilizer during their rapid growth season in the
summer as well as in the winter. Amy fertilizes at every watering (she uses Miracle Grow with a lower middle number
in the formulation. Twice a year, Amy substitutes Epsom Salt in place of fertilizer). During the summer, depending on
whether you have your plants mounted or in a pot, you may need to water daily. The plants want to have their roots
wet and then be able to dry out quickly and completely.
Amy plants her Laelias in 10" – 12" bulb pans, although they also do well mounted (but then they MUST be watered
once or more daily during the summer). During the winter, Amy waters and fertilizes her plants every 10 to 14 days.
If outdoors in the winter, Amy said you must protect from winter rains, as this is the dry season in Mexico.
Amy said L. anceps are susceptible to root loss if they are kept too wet. She suggests using the "Power Plus" grade of
Orchiata bark (the largest). The time to repot is important. It is best to repot when the new roots appear in the spring.
If you do this, the plant will establish very quickly. If you repot too late, there is not enough time for the new roots to
get established for a strong flowering.
Finally, Amy stressed the importance of cleaning the dry bracts off the stems. She said to peel them off carefully so as
not to break off a new growth or root. Also, humidity can cause the bracts to turn black and hold moisture against the
stems. In nature, the rains naturally wash the bracts off the plants.
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CLASSIFIEDS
You can get the following orchid supplies from Kris and Jim Foster foster@sonic.net or 707-762-7124.
Small and medium Rexius bark; Perlite; Sphagnum Moss; Orchid Labels; Stakes; Charcoal
Orchiata bark is being sold by the Society at a great price, $18/bag. Email Angelique at bfry@pon.net to order and
arrange for pick-up. The bark sizes are as follows:
Classic #9
Power #5
Power #5a
Super #7

1//4" – 3/8" chips
3/8" – 1/2" chips
1/2" – 3/4" chips
3/4" – 1" chips

Nutricote is also being sold by the Society. $3 for a 1 pound bag. Again, contact Angelique.
Advertisement: If you are planning to vacation, or need a caretaker, I am available to care for your home, garden
and/or greenhouse. I also provide piano concerts in the home or for organizations. Contact me, Nixy Rickles, at 415336-9446 or prowess88@yahoo.com. Thank you!

DO YOU
WANT TO
GIVE A
SPECIAL
HOLIDAY
GIFT?
Our Society offers gift memberships!
What a great idea for that special friend or
relative who also loves orchids. Just complete a
membership form, include a check for $25, and
mail it to Jeanne VanBlarcom at 897 Matsuda
Lane, Sebastopol 95472. Jeanne will then send
you a gift certificate to pass on to your gift
recipient. Only $25 for the entire year for an
entire household. Give the gift that will bring a
year of joy and the chance to make friends that
will last a lifetime.
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AMAZON ASSOCIATES PROGRAM
DO YOU PURCHASE FROM AMAZON.COM?
When you make a purchase on Amazon.com, your SCOS
receives a commission on your purchase. What an easy way to
support your Society!
How does this work? First, you must enter the Amazon
website by connecting through your SCOS website:
www.sonomaorchids.com
On the left side of the SCOS web page, you will see an
Amazon banner. Click on the banner and you will be
redirected to the Amazon site. That is all you have to do.
Depending on what your purchase, Amazon will contribute a
percentage of your purchase to your Society.
Please tell your friends and relatives. You do not have to be an
SCOS member for the commission from an Amazon.com
purchase to be directed to the SCOS.
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Your Orchids in December
based on Robert Scully, Ned Nash & James Rose checklists, courtesy of the AOS
General Growing Tips. Winter’s cool days and nights have
already affected most collections; if all plants are not already
indoors, they soon may be. Concerning daylight intensity and its
duration, the seasonal change must be obvious by now. Don’t

also be resting up this month though not dormant. You’ll water
these half as often as you did in the summer. Shoot for
minimum temperatures of 45 to 55 F and 55 to 60 F for the
biggibum types.
Oncidiums. The mule-ear oncidium,
Oncidium splendidum, and the popular
thin-leaved type, Oncidium maculatum,
should be producing inflorescences. Stake
the oncidium inflorescence as it grows
upward, but do not allow the tip to droop as
you would for a phalaenopsis.

allow daytime temperatures to rise too high before ventilating
the growing area. Fresh air is important for healthy plants and
their owners. Just remember that if the grower can be
reasonably comfortable with the temperature and humidity
conditions in the growing area,
the plants are likely to be
satisfied too.
Cattleyas. Plants are
responding to the shorter, cooler
days and less intense sun by
slowing and ripening their
growth, so reduce your
frequency of watering as the
plants dry out more slowly and
have a lesser need for fertilizer.
Cattleya skinneri should be
pushing its buds up into dried sheaths for a January flowering;
do not cut the sheaths off or open them. Cattleya trianiae and
its hybrids ought to be blooming for several months beginning
now. Many Sophronitis hybrids typically flower this season.
Laelia anceps, the Christmas orchid, will have well defined
buds just waiting for nature’s signal to open.
Dendrobiums. Generalizations are hard within this very
diverse group. The winter resting deciduous dendrobiums of
the Dendrobium (Nobiles
and Seminobiles) and
Callista sections can be kept
dry and cool this month.
Shoot for minimum
temperatures of 40 F. Nobile
type dendrobiums may
show some swollen nodes
on their leafless
pseudobulbs and flowers
may appear by the month’s end. Your other dendrobiums will
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Paphiopedlums. Some of the
mottled leaved species like
Paphiopedilum fairrieanum and
sukhakulii bloom now. Keep their
potting medium moist and avoid
getting water in the pouch.
Phalaenopsis. Groom and stake each phalaenopsis spike.
Avoid excess plant movement
while the buds are developing
or the buds may blast (wither).
High humidity in a closed
house can lead to flower
spotting caused by Botrytis;
provide supplementary air
circulation with fans and/or
increase temperatures above
60 F.
Vandas. Vandas are starting to rest now. You can gradually
reduce your watering to every
other day and cut back on
fertilizer. Ascocentrum
aurantiacum may have some
beautiful orange to yellow
flowers in bloom by the end of
the month.

Other Genera. T h e Catasetinae (catasetums,clowesia,
cycnoches and mormodes) are going dormant now and their
leaves have been yellowing and dropping. Once the leaves
yellow, restrict watering until the spring growth is a few inches
tall. The jewel orchid Ludisia discolor will begin to develop
inflorescences soon. Clean the foliage now before the
inflorescences grow.
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NOVEMBER SHOW & TELL PHOTOS
THANK YOU TO EVERYONE WHO PARTICIPATED! THANK YOU ANN POSSINGER FOR THE PHOTOS

Cattleya Sacramento Rose - Susan
Anderson

Brougtonia sanguinea 'Cherry Bates' Earl Rathbun

Phal cornu-cervi 'Red Damlong' Susan Anderson

Potinara Beaufort Gold 'Susan Fender' Ann Possinger

Vanda Fuchs Sky - Bob Richardson

Brassavola nodosa 'Fricker' –
Karen Wofford

Cattleya Penny Pink 'Valencia' –
Dale Martin

Epidendrum cornifolium - Cathy
Thompson

Oncidium incurvum alba - Jose
LaCalle

Visit your Society website at: http://sonomaorchids.com/ to see all the photos of Show-And-Tell plants at the
November meeting.
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UPCOMING EVENTS
December
12/8 SCOS HOLIDAY DINNER. Remember, there will be no meeting. Social hour
from 6:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m. Dinner served at 7:00 p.m. NEW LOCATION: Foxtail
Golf Club Banquet Room, 100 Golf Course Drive, Rohnert Park. Directions:
https://goo.gl/maps/j1LFyWnt9zt
12/12 -12/13 FALL BLOWOUT SALE AT GOLD COUNTRY ORCHIDS.
Four Nurseries/One Greenhouse. See SCOS Facebook page for details and poster.

January 2016
1/12 SCOS MEETING. Our Vice President, Angelique, has a very special program for our January meeting. Many of you have
not been able to attend Speaker's Day, held every August and sponsored by the Sacramento Orchid Society. At that event,
American Orchid Society judges judge member plants and discuss with the audience their reasons for awarding or not awarding
a plant an AOS award. A very interesting and educational event. Our January meeting will host a panel of American Orchid
Society judges from the California Sierra-Nevada Judging Center which will judge SCOS member plants. Bring a plant for
judging!
1/19 SCOS BOARD MEETING at the home of Jeanne VanBlarcom. Please remember to RSVP to Jeanne
jeannevanb@gmail.com. Guests always welcome at Board meetings, but please RSVP.
1/23 – 1/24 PENINSULA ORCHID SOCIETY SHOW & SALE. Anyone is welcome to bring entries for AOS judging
between 2:30 and 7:00 without entering the plant(s) in Peninsula Orchid Society show. You do need to take your plants home at
the conclusion of judging. Show rules and the class list will be on the website by mid-December. http://penorchidsoc.org

February
2/12 – 2/14 SANTA CLARA VALLEY ORCHID SOCIETY
SHOW & SALE. No further details yet available.

2/26 – 2/28 PACIFIC ORCHID EXPOSITION SHOW & SALE
http://www.orchidsanfrancisco.org/orchid-events/pacific-orchidexpo-poe/

MARK YOUR CALENDARS
WE NEED YOU TO VOLUNTEER FOR THE
SONOMA COUNTY ORCHID SHOW &
SALE

Orchids in Art
April 2nd and 3rd
(April 1 set-up)
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FOUR NURSERIES
ONE GREENHOUSE
Fall Blowout Sale featuring
D&D Flowers, Dennis Olivas
In Situ Orchids, Jeff Tyler
Paph Paradise, Dave Sorokowsky
Gold Country Orchids, Alan Koch

FREE PLANTS* & SPECIALS
UNUSUAL SPECIES
ECLECTIC SELECTIONS
NEW P A P H CROSSES
AFRICAN & BRAZILIAN SPECIES
AND MORE
*FREE PLANTS AVAILABLE TO THE FIRST 2 0 PEOPLE

December 12-13, 2015
10:00 AM - 4:30 PM
Gold Country Orchids
390 Big Ben Road
Lincoln, California 95648
(916) 645-8600
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